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For the Western Eaamuer. 


FABULOUS ORIGIN OF THE CHRIS- 
x I AN RELIGIO N. 

Come ye, who still the dubious ‘‘word of life,”’ 
Drag slow up hill; but as proud Reason’s steep 
You hope to gaia, and put an end to strife, 
Down thunders back the loa! with mighty sweep, 
And hurls your labors to the valley deep, 
Forever vain; come!—— 


After what has been written by “P silo,” a 
eorrespondent of the E camniner, “showing the 
Ezyptian origin of Caristianiry, it would be a 
work of s pererogation to adduce, in this 
place, proof thit materials were abundant 
throughcut the heathen werld, long prior to 
the Uhristian era, outof which a r-lizious sya- 
tem resembling Christianity, might verv rea- 
dily have «een compiled. [shall only advert, 
therefore, to the~inet:od resorted to by the 


Christian champions of the diy, to ward off 


the pregnant inference afforded by the adiit- 
ted fact of the existence of those materials. 

When the sophist, Paul, found ani lesr at 
Athens, dedicated to the “Uuka non God.” 
and declared. to the astonished multitude. 
that this was Ais Grod “whom toey ignorantly 
worshipped,” he was guilty of precisely the 
same sort of subterfuge which I shall now at- 
tempt to prove upon the defenders of a sys 
tem, which has ever been supported by fraud 
and falsehood only. 

To prove the “truth of the Christian reli 
gion,—that is, the system as it is nov recei 
ved,--it would sean, @ privri, that it would 
be necessary to show that it originated at the 
time claimed for it, and in Judea;—that trace- 
of win ancient mythological systems—nay, 
that all its leading features being found in 
t .ose mythologies, —wo. Nd directly prove 
that it was thence derived. No so, ho: ever, 
is the view of ths matter as takeu by Chiris 
tians—or at least by some Christian teachers, 
who, having found out that mythology discio- 
ges somnne things aguinst their system, not pro- 
perto be Known by all, have wisely concluded 
to tur the tables, and make the ancient forins 

of superstition, subservient to the ney. 
is maintained by this class of writers and | 
ehers, that as God intended from all elerni 
y to make known the Christian religion unto| 


| The + nec vegsity of the case 
that such should be the fact,—that w. cannot 
| acco: rt for the existence of these mytiol 
cal notions in any other way; but does this ace 
count for i? Is not this but an entire begging 
of the question of the truth of Christianity? 
“How do we know, carrying out the same 
rule, that Christianity may not bearsthe 
same relation to Mahometanism or Mormon 
iam, that these ancient systems do to Chiisti- 
arity? If the rule is valid in the one cage, it 
most certainly is so in the other, and may be 
applied to each successive religion that may 
vet be the offspring of ignorange and fanatic. 
iam in the world, I do not hold it necessary 
to account for the fact that these mythologies 
do exist, —more especially as the existence of 
Christianity is no solution of the difficulty, 
but Ido maintain that a copy cannot precede 
ite original, or in other words, that a false re- 
lizgion cannot precede a true one. If the exis- 
tence of false systems of religion in the world, 
prove that so.ne form of religion must be true, 
it can only prove that some true religion must 
have existed before any false one was known, 
30 that heathenism can prove «nothing of 
the truth of a system that became known after 
it. It may be said that true the religion was ev- 
er known in the world, but this is not proven, 
and if it were, the details of that religion, 
such as the crucifixion of Christ, (admiiting 
that religion to be Christianity) were not 
known, and consequently could not have been 
copied by theframers ofany false religion; yet 
all the striking characterist cs of Christ and 
| ois history are found in anc eot mythologies, 


| Weseems necessary to violate every rule of 
evidence, of lozic and of criticism, to keep up 
the claims of Christianity, else it would be a 
mater of profound astonishment. to perceive 
the daring effrontery with which facts and ar- 
qumnents, bearing directly against the Chris- 
tian religion, are put forth as conclusive of its 
truth, Let us suppose a fiinitiar case A 
writer puts forth a work claiming for itself 
origi ality, and to state events eaid to have oc. 
curred within the vear. Iris known, however, 
to almost every one who reads the ‘work, that 
its relations were long since promulgated,— 
that the pretended events which it. records 


is said demunds 
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man, he impressed the human mind with «| were. said to have «ccurred centuries ago. 


fore-ight ef what he intended to reveal. Now 
I should like to be informed by what rule of 
evidence or of logic, this assertien is proven. 


Now what kind of credit would be given jo 
that writer should he come forth and say, why 
all this is direct testimony in favour. of the 
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Se ey 
originality and truth of what I have written; | say the bestof it.) tobe found among that 
| pious fraternity, called Ministers of the Gos- 


| 


—the writers who, long ago, promulgated 
these stories, knew that the facts would occur, 
and that I would record them;”—what, I ask, 
what credit would be given to such a decla- 
ration? Would not the asserter of sucha tale 
be branded as a base impostor, or passed in 
pity as a being destitute of reason? It is ad- 
mitted that for centuries previous to the Chris- 
tian era, materials, similar to those of which 
Christianity is composed, were in existence, 
and combined under nearly the same form, 
yet this is put forth as an argument in favour 
of the distinctiveness and truth of the Chris- 
tian religion! Verily the system that re- 
quires such logic as this, must Le in a labour- 
ing condition. 

When priests can no longer blind the world, 
they attempt to direct its vision. Had ic been 
possible to keep concealed the fact that an- 


pel. The dialogue, although not literally, is 
substantially and virtually correct. 


DIALOGUE, 

Minister. Doctor, I have known you for 
some time; you have practised in my family, 
and I have felt every disposition to emtertain 
for you, a high respect as a Physician and a 
christian; and you may imagine my astonish- 
ment when I heard the other day, that you 
should have said, that you did not believe in 
revealed Religion,—Dont you believe, that 
Jesus Christ is the son of God? 

Phys. 1 am not at all astonished, that you 
should have kno«.n me so long and never be- 
fore-heard my opinions on Religion; for al- 
though under our government, the liberty of 
conscience and of speech is regarded as an 
‘inalienable privilege; and: however sacred 








€ient mythological systems scarcely vary in| that prerogative may be, still I think you will 
essentials from Christianity, we should never | readily admit, that prudence and policy, often 
have heard of the argument drawn by priests} make it necessary, to conceal an opinion, 
from this resemblance. Point them to a pal- |which we know to be unpopular; and especi- 
pable absurdity in their superstition, and ten ally sO among professional men, who are 
to one but they will find in it an argument in| more or less dependent for their support on 
favour of themselves. And why? Because,!the good opinion of those by whom they 
as they conceive, they find their interest in Jare surrou''ded.—Independently of this con- 
keeping up a profitable imposture. Money | sideration, I trust, you do not consider me so 
ia at the root of the whole system, and were it great a dogmatist, as to wish to force down 
not for money, we should have bat little prea-| into the throats of others (‘‘nolens volens”’ ) 


ching—but little religion in the world. 


**What makes all doctrines plain and clear? — 
1”? 


About twe hundred pounds a year! 
But the remedy is easily supplied— 


*‘Andthose which were proved true before, 
Proved false again! — Two hundred more!” 


So that by means of sufficient worldly ben- 
efits, the Clergy could be indueed to oppose 
Christianity, with the same ardor as that with 
which they now labour, by means of misre- 
presentation and false reasoning, to support it. 

VANInNt. 


following comes to us from a respectable phy- 
i is St. Char “y ‘county, in this State. oe we 
not of the respectability of the source, 
we dnocld hesitate to believe that any ‘alaliser of the 
gor. of the present day, should attempt to defend the 
Mosaic accouna of the creation of light. ‘‘Thus sayeth 
the Lord,” may, however, be as conclusive an argu- 
ment in this case, as in any other. Whena man makes 
ene concession of his reasan to revelation, be may 
make Dconcession of the whole.— Eds. } 


For the Western Examiner. 

The following dialogue between a Physi- 
¢ian anda Minister of the Gospel, is still fresh 
in the recollection of the former, and is offer- 
ed for publication, in order to show, among a 
thousand other inseances, the illiberality (to 


my own opinions, however honest, or con- 
scientious | may be as regards their truth, or 
utility. However, as you have asked me 
whether I believe Jesus Christ to be the son 
of God, I will indirectly answer your .ques- 
tion, by asking you to answer one from me— 
Do you bzlieve the moon to be made of Min- 
isters of the Gospel? 

| Min: W hy Dr. are you crazy; dont you 
| know, that ministers of the Gospel can shed 
\no other light but that of Jesus Christ; and 
dont you also now, that the Bible says the 
sun was made to give light by day, aud the 
moon to give light by night? 

Phys. 1 know that the Bible says so, but 
the same book also says, that in the crea- 
tion all was chaos,—that darkness was shed 
over the globe and that ‘*tiod said, let there 
be light and there was light” and you know, 
that this was at least three davs before the 
Sun was made;—What kind of light then do 
you suppose existed anterior to the Sun, or 
what idea dovyou form of light independently 
of the Sun? 

Min. The Bible no doubt spoke of the 
light of Jesus Christ, which extsted from the 
foundation of the World!! 

Phys. But to be serious and candid on this 
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j Subject—do you believe, that the moon of 
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herself possesses the power or faculty of|sed upon by apparent reality, as I know you 
shedding light? are imposed upon, when you think, as you 
Min. Most certainly—Does not the first! say, that the moon gives light without the agen- 
chapter of Genesis say, that the moon was|cy, or independently of the sun,—an error, 
made to give light by night? of which you can be made sensible by directing 
Phys: The first chapter of Genesis does! the least attention to the science of astrone- 
say so, but do you think, thatthe Sun has no} my. 
agency in producing the light which is reflec- | Min. Hang your astronomy, or any other 
ted by the moon, and which seems to come di-| astronomy but what I find in the Bible. —Dr. 
rectly from that planet? the Devil is now st nding at your right elbow; 
Min. None whatever—How can that be’ you may thank God, that youshave not be- 
ossible, when we know, we never ree the|fure this, been swallowed by a whale, or tur- 
Fight of the moon, until after the sun has gone} ved intoa pillar of salt. But if you do not 
down. ibelieve in Religion—why did you subscribe 
Phys. I find sir, that you are utterly ignorant | money, as 1 saw you do the other day, for the 
of even the ‘first principles oftscience or philos-| building of a new church? 
ophy, and I really regard ita duty to tell you,| Phys. There sir, | must acknowledge, yeu 
that if you will purchase and read standard | have an advantage over me; and the only ex- 
works on those subjects with an unprejudiced | planation I can offer, if it can be termed an 
mind; instead of eternally poring over that|explanation, is—ihat when your money beg- 
abominably foolish book, the Bible, which tea- | ging paper was handed around, being surroun- 
ches you nothing useful to yourself, your fam-|ded by my neighbours and friends, and seeing 
ilv, or society—you will find, that as your/that they subscribed—I disliked so much the 
mind becomes cuhivated and enlightened, | idea of being thought selfish, or mercenary, that 
our feelings and your principles will expand from the impulse of the moment, I contribus 
in the same rates; and ultimately, you will re-;ted as liberally as any of them; but I have 
joice over the wreck of your former ignorance, since often thought, that even the little I gave, 
bigotry and superstition. Butas you haveas- | might have been appropriated to a much more 
ked me my opinion of Jesus Christ, | must say, | useful purpose.—How many a tear for ine 
thatin as much as! never yet, have seen him, |stance, could not even that little sum, have 
his Father or his Mother; and as the accounts | wiped from the eye of sorrow and affliction? 
Ihave read connected with their characters! Min. Thisis what] have heard you should 
(tales commencing with fornication and ter-| have before said, but do you think that you 
minating in murder, ) contradict my reason, 1) will never again contribute to the support of 
am compelled to conclude, that these are im-) our church? 
positions palmed ona credulious world for the| Phys. In honest truth I think not. 
purpose of monopolising-power and profit,and! Jin. Perhaps Dr. you have never taken — 
which we see daily exemplified by the lea-| into consideration the fact, that three fourths of 
ding members of the Christian Church. our population (I mean the heads of families) 
Min, But dont the Miracles which were| are members of our church, and that you may 
wrought by Jesus Christ, prove conclusively | fiud vourself dependent on their good or bad» 
that he was the son of Giod? | opinion for the support and advancement of 
Phys. So far from it, that I think what is| yours If and family? 
termed Miracles, should be the last testimony! Phys. 1 am well—too well aware of tlie: 
ever introduced to prove the truth of any Re-| melancholy fact you: mention, but if you for a 
ligion, and for this reason:—Miracles can ne- | moment imagine, that | would sacrifice my in- 
ver be witnessed but by comparatively a few | tegrity and -honour-at the shrine of gain, you- 
persons at any one time, and these persons | are egregiously mistaken. To use the language 
may be imposed upon. For instance—if| of a celebrated dramatist “1 would seoner be 
any number of persons were to tell me, that/atoad and live upen the vapour of @ dun- 
they saw you impart life and action! geon,” than such a dissembler: 
and vigour inte a body a long time pre-| Min. Good day sir— : 
viously dead;—a body whieh had undergone; Phys. (Solus.) Wad that minister Me 
the process of deeompositton and. putrefac-| power, would he not have: me burnt at: tte 
tion—I) should immediately conclude, that) stake and smile at the conflagration?. 
these men, either told « talselsood, or laboured: SEQUEL. 
under some mental or ocular delusion. In-| A few months after this eonversation, » 
deed, were I myselfto witness so preternatural | Physician was introduced into the neighbour- 
a phenomenon, I should doubt the evidences, hood, who shortly thereafter became a meme 
of myown senses; should think | vas impo-! ber of the eburch; visited the sick with a tea 















































































-- ee a —-- a 0 i000 Oooo a , 
tamentin ove hand and a prayer book inthe| ‘Tne Marzs are all in from the East, but 


other, and soon stripped me of professional 
employment. [| never ascertained satisfac- 
torily, whether this couscientious Minister had | 
any agency in establishing this pious disciple 
of Aculapins in the neighbourhood, but I 
still think he wasthe main-spring to the medi- 
correligion-inacuimery which stripped me of 
profession | business, R. P. 
St Charles County, Mo, Feb. 2th, 1835. 
eee ES} Or 


J T is paper will, in future, appear on 
Thursdays, instead of Sundays. 





YS" Evivences or Cuaistianiry.—-A Lee 
ture on the Mvidences of the Christian Relt- 
gion, will Le delivered on Tuesday evening. | 





they show sad work among our files, A 
large number of papers are scattered, we su 

pose, somewhere along the road, and will pro- 
bably never be heard of Our Was! ington 
datesare to thie 9h = =On the 7th inst. the bill 
to re-organize the Po t Office Depuartinent, 
was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time, by an unanimous vote. On the same 
day, the President transmit.el to the House, 
copies of correspondence between Mr. Liv. 
ingston and the Secretary of Srate, down to 
the 221 Dec. Inthe letter of that date, Mr. 
L. save; ‘tam far from being sanguine of sue- 
cess in the endeavors which | will not cease to 
make for the accompiishm nt, of t.is | impor- 
tant ohjeet of my mission— [ihe pavment of 
the 25.4030 0 of franes. | itestates, that the 


March (0 ho ot Me. Sh ‘poerd’s selwol rooms. subject would-probably not be p'esented to the 
Subject— Prophesy. Toe young men of our| Chambers until some time in January. The 
city, and the public generally, are invited tu) documents were referred to the cummittee up- 


altend. 


ATTENTION SUBSCRIBERS! 
With our present number, we send b Ils to) 
all who are in arrears to this paper for volume | 
Ist. We would also remind our subscribers | 
to vo'ume 2), that after the Ist dav of | 


| 


April ensuing, we shill expect that each one 
who imey vot have forwarded to us, OF paid in- | 


te tle hands of «an authorized agent th | 
sum ot dws dollars, will be charged fifty cents | 
extra. 
By referring to ow terms of subseription, 
they will perceive that this is an original con- 
dition, 
| 

ir PAY YOUR POSTAGE. 49 
We received a letter the other day trom a | 
patron at Hudson New York, informing us 
thtit «vas his wish to ciscontinue. Now, 
to this we should have had no particular ob 
jeeiion, but for the fact that the information 
cost us twenty five cents, whereas, had the wri 
ter applied to the post master of his place, ut 
need not have cost us any thing. This unne- 
cessary tax of postage is not the least among 
the mavy evils under which publishers labour 
Trifling though the pestage of a letter may 
seein, it should he recollected the titn t unfre- 
ventiy amounts to more than the profit onan 
judividual subscription. We never h sitaie 
ty pay postage on letters containing remit 
tances, though in strict justice, postage, even 
in such cases, should be paid hy correspon- 
denis, but when we are taxed without any 
shadow of benefit to ourselves, we are alinost 


provuked to returu the favour with double 
postage: 











(ou Foreign Affairs. 


Te Pari- correspondent of the London 
Standard, under date of the 28h Dec. sa: e— 
*Bets are made to a‘large amowit that the 


|Chambe s of D -purties will again reject the 


law project, or at any rate reduce the sunr to 
he voted to tvelve or fifteen millions” The 
National tn elligencer of the Tih—alluding to 


ca rumor then in circulation, of the rejection of 


the Bill by the French Chawhers, on the re. 
ceipt of the Presidcn’s Message —publishes 
at) extract from a letter received from Paria, 
hy the last arrival, which says—"An Ameri- 
can gentleman imforms me that there m no 
probability of the Chambers making the ap- 
propriation for America, ‘They are anxiously 
awanting he arriv | of the Message, which it 


‘is expected here, will be of the most pacific 


character, Should the Message contain any 
threats, you may be sure the appropriation 
will not be made.” — Mo. Rep. 

From the Correspondence of \the Bahimore 

Patriot. 

THE CASE OF RICH’D LAWRENCE, : 

Desirous to form an opiu on for ourseives, 
ve vesterday called at tne jail, for the pure 
pose of seeing and conversing with hin. We 
ascertained tiat orders hud been given, that 
the guards should be doubled; that U er muse 
kets should be lovdeds and that all intercourse 
with the prisouer wae for idden 

Denied access to the prisoner himself, we 
applied to his rela'ions and aeqoai tances, 
and learn, that he is the son of Bughsh pa- 
rents, who emigrated to this city when he was 
a child; that le was apprenticed to a painter 
(who 1s now practicing as a leech doctor) 
in this city, and who wae examined as a wit- 





hae 


ness on the trial, that he was a remarkably in- 


dustrious, sober, discreet boy, and a kind and | 
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| From the National Intelligencer, Feb. 2 
Since the publication of our paper of Sat- 


affectionate broth 1; that he formed an attach- urday last, information, which has reached us 


ment to a young lad y, and frequently told his 
sister that he would by his industry soon be 
able to buy «a corner lot near her, and bud on 


from various quariers, leaves no doubt of the 
insanity of Lawrence, the unhappy individual 
“ho aitempted to discharge two pistols at the 










ita go id house, when we would marry the| President of the Untied States, in the pertico 
object of his atiachment—and with his view,| of the Capitol, on Friday. ‘The persons whe 
he labored diligently day and might anul he | know him are not rr at the occurrance, 
had by him about eizht hundred dollars. He }and would hardly have been surprised at any 
was disappointed -hecame extremely pensive | thing he had done or attempted. He had, it 
—qauit all em playment—stan ing for hours in| appears, fancied himself to be some other per- 
alittle parlor gazing upon the spot which he} son than himself; to Lave mistaken his own 
had selected as his (uiure residence. | identity; or at least to have misu: derstood his 
His brother in-law, with whom he lived, en-| relations with the rest of the world. When 
deavored to persuade hun to resume his work | being conducted from the Capitol to the: Mar- 
—he said he would go to ‘England; that he had | shal’s office, he ansy eed the questions as to 
something of great inportance which demi ind- | his motive, thathe liad intended to kill Gen- 
ed his presence, and in the fall of 18 3 went) eral Jackson because Gen, Jackson had billed 
to New York for the purpose of taking pas-/ his father. When asked again, how General 
sage from that port. During the winter he | Jackson killed bis father, we would answer 
returned, saying tat he found the papers fil- | no hing. His father, we hear, died a natmal 
Jed with notices of his pompoveplew’ ener-!Cesth, in this Disirict, some ten or twelve 
prise, and that he could gets captain to taive | years ago. ‘Pee en=sver was, of + ourse, the 
hia on board. [tn the epring of 1834,-he| effect of the hallucination, under the influence 
again went as far as Philadeiphi-, put up at| lof which he atte inpred the outrage upon the 
the Mansion House, kept his room, or else | person of the President. 
would stand for hours on the porch, engaged | We have had the curiosity to ask, whether 
in deep though, w thout speaking fo any one. | he was any t ing Of a poliician, thioking that 
Afier a few davsbe returned to Washington, | he perhaps might be politically msane, as pete 
and said that he found his purpose of going | sons are sometimes ie igiously so. We were 
over to England was known, that none of the | informed, that he was never ‘known to have 
Captams would consent to take him on board, | talked or thought about politics, His ace 
but that he wonld seon have a vessel of his | quaintances seem to think that he thought 
own—that he hid engaged men to put all) himself entitled to be King or Governor of 
things mgit. About this time he became very | this country, or something of that sort, and 
quarrelsome, and his relatives were alrvid tu | hooded over the notion that Gn. Jackson 
keep him in the house, His brother in-law ‘stood in his way. Lt is certain that he enqui- 
endeavored to persuade him to go to work, | red, the evening before, of some one, whe- 
which he obatinately refused to do, saying his|ther the President would be at the funeral, 
hends would do no more work: that others and was answered in the affirmative. His 
might work, but as fur him, he would svon| being at the Capitol armed was, therefore, 
have money enough, At length he commit | almost certainly, the work of premeditation. 
ted an assault upon his sister, for which he was | — 
handed over to the offi ers of justice. and; To this we append the following article, ace 
lodged in jul. The case was carried before; couniing for the pistols used by Lawrence 
the Grand Jury, at its late session, which has | im ssing fire, though the cap ex ploded: 
Just closed, and « ofter an cxamiuation of witnes Conversation between two gentlemen on the mor- 
sex who new him, the Grand Jury refused tu find | ning after the late atiack upon the President. 
@ bill against him, on the ground of his insanity.| L. 1! am not superstitious 1 think; but real- 
We turther learn that he believes that he ts ly this looks like a miraculous intervention of 
the heir to the crown of England; and that he | ihe band of Providence. 
said that he was also entitled to the sword of{ W. lam always slow to believe a super 
America. To usit is manifest ihat itis a clear | human agency in the affairs of men; because 
case of derangement, and that he had con- || have never known a singular occurrance that 
c ive! abelief, thataf he could kill the Presi- | has not been, or might not, be traced to a na- 
dent, he could then ‘seize upon the power of | tural cause, 
the United, States to e:ifu;ce his claims upon! L. Then you think that the life of the Pree- 
the crown of Eugiand. ident has been preserved on this occasion by 
Se. much for our explanation of this offair. | natural a cause. 
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W. Certainly I dv. The ignorance of the | fashion of this world. Monsignor Profund®, 











Petes ys 


>see Dialli Mlnn Oa h, 


as*assin saved the life of the President. Ig- 
norance of a peculiarity which all percussion 
pistols possess. | havea pairof them in my 
possession, which | have had for several! years. 
For a week afier | bought them, I could nor 
make them go off: the percussion cap would 
explode, but the charge would not ignite. 

L. Indeed! 

W. True, I asanre you After reflecting 
for some time as to the cause, | discovered it. 
The powder had not traversed the tube leading 
to thecap. In order to be satisfied that | was 
right ‘in this conjecture, | made repeated ex- 
perime its. | poured the powder slowly into 
the barrel of the pistol. and, before ramming 
it down, shook the barrel well, in order that 
the powder might penetrate through the small 
tube leading to the percussion cap. ‘The 
charge never failed to ignite with this precau- 
tion; which | repeated several times. I then 
loaded my pistol as I had formety done, put- 


ting the powder and ball in together; ramming | 


both down hard, but without sliaking the bar- 
rel. The charge did not ignite more than 
twi‘e in twenty trials. 

L. Well, certainly you have accounted most 
rationally for this occurrance. With vour !eive 
I will ask you another question. Is this pe- 


esliarity of the percussion pistol generally. 


known? 

W. It is certainly well known by those in 
the habit of using these pistols; butI presume 
not generally known by others. It has evi- 
dently not ‘been known by the infatuated indi- 
vidual in this case. 

L. Your explanation, then, has satisfied 
my mind on another point; it proves I think, 


bevond a doubt, that the purpose of the assas | 


sivation must have been all his own; for, if 
there had been others concerned in the base 
attempt, some of them would have known of 
this peculiarity of the percussion pistol, and 
guarded against it. 

W. Your conjecture is cetainly plausible. 


THE TRAVELS. OF SCARMENTADO. 
From the French of Voltaire. 

I was born in the city of Candia, in 1600. 
My futher was governor of the city, and I re- 
member that a bad poet made bad verses in 
my praise, in which he proved my descent 
from Minos; but iny father having becn dis- 
graced, my poet made more verses, accor- 
ding to which | was only sprung from Pasi- 

hai and her lover. 

At the age of 15 my father sent me to stu- 
dyvat Rome. I setout full of hope, expeet- 
ing to’ ‘be taught all manner of truth; for till 


then f had learned nothing bat lies, after the 


my director, was a curious man, ard one of 
the most formidable sages the world ever saw. 
'He wanted me to learn the Categories of Aris- 
| totle, and tried hard to teach me some cate- 
'gories of another discription, but I escaped, 
‘luckily. I saw processi ns, exorcisms, and 
some tricks. A very amiable young lady took 
it into her head to show me some kindnees. 
She was tenderly loved by the reverend father 
'Sriletto, and the reverend father Ratshane, 
‘two young brothers of an order which does 
‘not now exist. She did me the favor to pre- 
fer me before them both, and [ was very 
grateful; but T ran the risk of excommunica- 
tion, for which | did not care, and of being 
stabbed or poisoned—I thought these more se- 
rious matters, and left Rome, mightily delight- 
ed with St. Peters. 

Then I travelled through France. It was 
in the time of Louis the First. The firet 
thing they asked me, if I would like for my 
breakfast a small piece of ‘the Marehal D’An- 
‘cre, whom the priests and the people had roast- 
ited, and whose flesh brought a very tigh price. 

From thence I went into England. It was 
‘no better there. Some pious Catholics had 
|resolve!, for the good of the Church, to blow 
|up into the air the king, the royal-family, and 
ithe parliament, and to deliver Engtand from- 
the heretics. They showed me the place 
where queen Mary, of blessed memory, had 
caused nore than 500 of her peo; le to be burnt. 
An Irish p iest assured me that this was an 
excellant thing; in the first place, because the 
roasted were all English, and secondly, be- 
‘cause they had never used hely water; and 
would not believe in the hole of St. Patrick. 
But he was surprised that queen Mary was not 
yet canonized, and comfortedéhimself with ho- 
ping that she would be, whenever the cardinal 
nephew should be at leisure. 

From England I erossed over into Holland. 
When I arrived at the Hague, they had just 
chopped off the head of the venerable Batne- 
velt; a mun who had rendered the mos? impor © 
‘ant services to his country. I asked what 
was hig crnne. and if he had committed trea- 
son against the republic? ‘He has done 
worse than that,” replied a preacher ina black 
goWn; “he dared to believe that men might be 
saved by good works as welt as by faith, 
You must be sensible that, if such opinions 
should gain greund, a republic could net sub- 
sist, and that the severest !aws must-be put in 
force to suppress such d@grible impiety.” » A 
profound politician of the country said to me, 
with asigh, “Alas! this happy state of things 
w ill not last forever. It is but seldom that the 
people display so much zeal a general 
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they are too much infected with the abomina- | ry kindly if I knew for what I was imprison- 
ble doctrine of toleration. I shudder tothink | ed. I said to the reverend father, that I sup- 
of the consequences.” As for me, until this | posed it was for my sins. “True, my dear 
fatal time of toleration should come, I made, son.” said the reverend father, **but for what 
haste to escape, and embarked for Spain. sin?” | racked my brains to no purpose: IT 

The court was at Surville; the gallious had | could not conjecture what might be my crime. 
arrived, and joy and abundance reigned | | got offfor a few hundred lashes and a fine of 
throuzhout the whole of this beautiful country. |30 000 reals. Before my liberation | was ta- 
“Here,” said I, “i shall at last be happy.” | kea before the grand i: quisiior to thank him 
As I was walking, one day, I saw, at the end/ for his mercy. He was one of the politest 
o! a superb alley of orange and lemov trees, |inen in the world, and asked me very gra- 
a sort of vast amphitheatre, surrounded with | ciously how I liked my entertainment. I told 
seats, covered with silk and embroidery. him very delightfully, and then made allipossi- 
The king, the queen. the infants and the infan- | ble haste to run away, delightful as it was; but 
tas were seated under a magnificent can py. |!e‘ore 1 went I had time to read the memoirs 
Opposite this august assemblage were another | of the famous bishop of Chiapa, who says 
throne and canopy, higher and more richly | that the jesuits burned, drowned, or cut the 
decorated than theirs. 1 said to my compan- | throa's of ten millioss of infidels in America, 
ion, **Unless that throne be intended for God, | to convert them. | expect the good bishop 
I do not see who is to sit upon it.” 'Theindis-| has exaggerated a little; but supposing there 
creet words were overheard by a grave Span- were but five millions, even then, in isa very 
iard, and cost me dearinthe end. J thought! pleasant history. 
we were to see a tournament ora bull fight,) From Spain I thought of going into Tur- 
when the grand inquisitor appeared, and took | key; but I resolved to take good care hew I 
his place upon the throne, from which he.pro-| spoke of the ceremonies | might see. ‘These 
nounced a blessing upon the king and the peo | Turks, said | to my companions, are unbapti- 
ple. Then came an army of monks, marching | Zed miscreants, and therefore they must be 
two and two; black, white, grey: some with | even more dangerous than the reverend fathers 
shoes and sowe barefoot; some with Jong inquisitors. We must hold our tongues while 
beards and som? with no beards; some wits | we are among them. 








pointed cowls and some without cowls; then | ( To be continued. ) 
the hangman; then, surrounded by a crowd of | TRB 
alguazils and grandees, about forty persons, | CHINESE FUTURITY 


clothed in mantles and high caps covered with | (From the Origin and History of Missions. ) 
painted flames and devils. These were Jews| With regard to future retribution, those of the 
who would not be persuaded to renounce Me- | sect of Confucius [ Atheists, who comprise all 
ses; and Christians who had married their | the literati of China] profess to know no life 
cousina, or who did not go on pilgrimages to | to come, but that which their children and pos- 
the shrine of our Lady of Autocha, or who | terity shajl enjoy on earth, hence their views 
had not thought it advisable to give all their) rise no higher; in this their fears and hopes 
ready money to the wandering friars. | seems to terminate. 

The priests and the people very devoutly; ‘The elysium of the west, which the follow- 
chanted several beautiful hymos; after which | ers of Fué look for, is such as the deluded im- 
they roasted the criminals before a slow fire, | agination of an Asiatic would naturally paint: 
and the royal family appeared to be much ed-| fortified palaces, groves of trees producing 
ified. Thatnight, just as | was going to bed, | gems, pools of fragrant water, yielding the Ice 
two officera of the inquisition came to pay me | tus flower as large as the wheel of a cart, show- 
a visit. They embraced me tenderly, and, | ers of sweet odors, falling on a land, the dust 
without speaking a word, conducied me very|of which is yellow gold, myriads of birds of 
politely to a cool and comfortable dungeon, | the mostexquisite plumage, singingon trees of 
furnished with a straw bed and an exceeding-| gold, with the most harmonious and ravishing 
Jy well made crucifix. There I staid six notes, of a hundred thousand kin#s, &c. &e. 
weeks, at the end of which the reverend father| Such is their paradise; but, in conformity 
inquisitor ordered me to be brought before| with the comparative contempt in which the 
him. He received ne with a warmth of kind-| female character is held throughout the east, 
ness that was truly affecting, protesting that} they exclude all wamen, as suvh, from a par- 
he regretted extremely the inconveniences of| ticipation therein. Th se females who have 
my lodging, but that all the cells were full, and | acted well on earth, are first transformed inte 
hoped that I should be better accommodated | nen, and then adinitied into that pulaceef de 


when Icame again Finally, he asked me ve-! lighis. 
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sented in pictures, as the punis!: ments in pur- 


“seit and Tartarus were exhibited in the 


ousinian and other heathen mysteries; with 
this difference, however, that these are expo 
sed to public view; those were see: by the ini- 
tia‘ed only. Lakes of blood, into which wo- 
men wo die in childbed are plunged, red-hot 
iron pillais, which the wicked are caused to 
embrace; devouring lions, tigers, snakes, &c ; 
mountains stuck all over with knives, on the 
points of which the condem ved are cast down, 
and seen weltering in gore, cutting out the 
tongue---strangling --sawing asunder between 
flaming iron posts; the condemned creeping 
into the skins of those animals inthe form ot 
which they are destined to appear again on 
earth; boiling of the wicked in chaldrons; the 
wheel, or apparatus, by means of which all the 
operations of the metempsychosis are perfor- 
med; horned demons with swords, spears aud 
hatchets; wretched mortals alternately shiver- 


The sufferings of Tartarus, which their 
terrified imaginations have figured, are repre- 




















‘And that which was proved true before, 
Prove false agai:?’--‘ wo hundred more.’ 

Sad - > 7 * 
‘What mokes a churcha den of thieves?’ 
‘A dean, a chapter, and white sleeves.’ 
‘And what would serve if those were gone, 
To make it orthod»x?’-—‘Our own.’ 
‘What mikes morality a crime, 

The :nost notorivus of the time?’ 

* * * * * 
‘*Cause grace and virtue are within 
Prohibite | degrees of kin; 
And therevore no true saint allows 
They shall be suffered to espouse: 
For saints can need no cunscieuce 
That with morality dispense; 
As virtue’s impious, then tis rooted 
Ia nature only, and nut imputed,’ 

4 . . * * 


‘It is enongh (quoth he) for once, 

And h.s reprieved thy forreit bunes: 

Nick Machiavel had ne er a trick, 

( Vhough he gave his name to our Old Nick, ) 

Bat was below the least of these, 

That pass i’ th’ world for holiness.’ Butler. 
——_—_ | 


AGENT'S. 
Missour1.— Harrison Munday, Clarkesville, Pike 











ing with indiscribable cold, and burnt to coals | Cu.; Beij. Means, Paleyra, Marion Co; R. Dallam 
Us; ej. deans, 1 ‘y om) . ’ 


with devouring fires--these, & numberless other 
such things, are represented with gross and 
disgusting minuteness. 


agination with horrid figuers; the real existence 
of which, if believed, must totally weaken the 


Instead of producing 
any salutary learin the mind, they fill the um- 


Booneville, Couper Co.; William Cabeen, Chariton, 

Chariton Co.; F. P. De Guine, Fredéricktown, Madi- 

son co.; Wm. Gracy, Commerce, Scott co. . 
Inuinors.—Dr. A. T. Crow, Galena; P. J. Hob- 


'son, Currollton, Green Co.; Lewis Masquerier, Car- 


thage, Hancock Co.; E. G. Potter, Lebanon, St. Clair 


, co.; ‘Thomas Luttrell, Franklin, Morgan co.; Geo. W 


springs of action, or render these deluded hea-| Hayden, Liberty, Adams co, 


thens inconceivably wretched even in this life. 


CHURCH MYSTERIES. 
Hudibras chatechized by the necromancer, Sidrophel. 


Quoth he, I am resolved to be 
Thy scholar in this mystery; 
And therefore first desire to know, 
Some principles on which to go. 
*What makes aknave a child of God, 
And one of us?’ —‘A livelivlihood.’ 
*What renders beating out of brains, 
And marder, godliness?’ —‘Great gains.’ 
*What s tender conscience?’ —‘ ’Tis a botch, 
That will not bear the gentlest touch; 
But breaking out despatches more 
Than th’ epidemicalest p!ag ie sore.’ 
*What makes y’ encroach upon our trade, 
Aad dation all others!’~--'Tu be paid.’ 

— * * - * 


‘Why did’st thou choose that cursed sin, 
Hypocrisy, to set up in?’ 

‘Because it is the thriving’ st calling— 
The only saint-bell that rings all in; 

In which all churches are concerned, 
Aud is the easiest to be learned.’ 


” * * * 7 
*What's orthodox and true believing 
Against a conscience?’ —‘A good living.’ 

* * * 7 * 
‘What makes old doctrines plain and elesr?’ 
‘About two bundred pounds a year.’ 
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Keytockxy.—Jacob Walter, Lowsrille; J. J. Mor- 
rison, Morrisonville, Trigg cv.; Andrew Ross, Coving- 
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Mississiprt—-David Shockney, Vicksburg. 

Vircusa—-Wm. W Ward, Leesville, Campbell co.; 
Robt. Hamilton, Lexington; Daniel Murry, Wheelng. 

Pinnsytvanta.—John F. De Prefovtaine, German- 
town; Geo. Phillippy, Myerstown. 

New Yorx.—H. D. Robinson, Editor of Free En- 
quirer, City of N. Y.; Dr. E. B. Woodworth, P. M. 
Flint Creek; Lewis Little. Hudson; Lyman Wheeler, 
Buffalo; John F. Townley, Manchester, Ontario co.; 
N. Monroe, Auburn; ltarman Hardaway, Troy; 
Col. B. K. Lyon, P. M., Naples. 

TERMS. 
The Western Examiner is published every Thursday, 
in the city of St. Louis, at Tica Dollars per annum, 
in advance, or Tico Dollars and Fifty Cents, if pav- 
ment Le delayed three months beyond the time of sub- 
serihing. ' 

> The friends of liberal principles throughout the 
Union, are respectfully requested to accept the ageney 
of this paper, and aid us in procuring subseribers. 

1F Communications, post paid, (unless cotainning 
remittances over $5.) may be addressed to ‘* The Eds 
tora@f the Western Exommer, St, Louis, Me."’ 










